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Participants from around the globe engaging enthusiastically in the forum
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Event report: 2023 Matsuyama University International Forum “What is really going on in

Palestine?”

On Tuesday, January 16, 2024, from 14:15 to 16:15, the Faculty of Economics held an academic forum
“What is really going on in Palestine?” at Room 221, Building 2, Bunkyo Campus (Accessible venue:
Room 212). Mr. Muhammad Hussein, journalist and founder of the humanitarian organization, the
International Networking for Humanitarian (INH) was invited as a guest speaker via Zoom. Although
he had lived in Gaza for more than 12 years, due to the heavy air strikes by the Israel Defense Force
(IDF) since October 7, 2023, he had to take emergency refuge in Indonesia, his native country since

mid-November.

As the forum was held in a high-flex format (in-person and Zoom), open to both inside and outside
the university, and was bilingual (Japanese and English), a large number of participants attended. The
number of in-person participants was approximately 110, including not only our students and faculty,
but also many participants from outside the university, including participants from other prefectures
and countries such as Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Pakistan, Eritrea, Ecuador, etc. There were
also 23 participants online from Indonesia, Egypt, and other parts of the world. In total, about 130

people attended the lecture, making the atmosphere very vibrant.

The forum began with a mini-lecture by Professor Maki Iwasaki, the Faculty of Economics who has
visited the West Bank before. To break the ice, she interacted with the audience by telling them the
meaning of the most commonly used greeting in Arabic language, “As-salamu alaykum (May the
peace be upon you)” and asked them to interact with the Muslim participants by using this greeting
phrase. Then she talked about her main topic, the historical outline of Palestine/Israel as a background

of the current humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

Mr. Muhammad Husein, the guest speaker, gave a lecture titled “Gaza: before and after 10.7” based

on his living experiences.

“Gaza, known as a ‘prison without a ceiling,” has had its borders blockaded by Israel for many years
even before October 7 and the residents have been forbidden to leave the territory. Even daily
necessities such as water, food, electricity, fuel, and medical supplies are controlled by Israel. Since
2008, Israel has also carried out large-scale airstrikes on Gaza every few years. We have to know that

this is the reason why Hamas decided to attack Israel on October 7th.”

“Gaza has a population of about 2 million, but since that day, airstrikes have killed more than 22,000
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residents and many of them are children and women. More than 100 journalists, who are normally
protected in war zones, have also been killed. Those who have survived have lost their homes and are
forced to live without sufficient water and food, and children are eating weeds to survive the hunger.”
(Quoter's note: According to the Gaza Ministry of Health, the death toll rises further, to 27,000 as of
February 1, 2024.)

“The inaction of the international community to date has exacerbated the situation. It is high time for

the world to act toward a ceasefire.” Mr. Muhammad Husein strongly urged.

During the Q&A session, participants from outside of the university, faculty members, and the student
asked Mr. Muhammad Hussein insightful questions in English, Japanese, and sometimes in Indonesian,
and active discussions were held. The questions were about the responsibility of the United States and
the United Kingdom for the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the relationship between Gaza residents and

Hamas, details of Israel’s restrictions on water and fuel to Gaza, etc.

For Matsuyama University students, it was not only an opportunity to get firsthand information of the
unstable and gruesome situation of Gaza from someone who had lived there for a long time, but also
to experience globalization and intercultural society through multilingual interaction with participants
from various countries. It was also a good opportunity for the visitors to participate in Matsuyama

University's outreach activity.

The lecture was featured in the Ehime Shimbun on January 12 and 17, 2024.

Voices from the attendees (Some of the comments written in English)

“The audience was able to get much more needed information from someone who had been in Gaza.
Much appreciation to Iwasaki-sensei for organizing this important lecture.” (Faculty member

of Matsuyama University)

“This forum really helps in gaining awareness in what is really happening in Gaza. By this, we as a
human can understand what step we have to take to stop the humanitarian crisis (Genocide) that is

happening now.” (Student from other university)

“It was really great. I got a lot of new information about what’s going on in Palestine.” (Student from

other university)

(Written by Dr. Maki Iwasaki, Professor, Faculty of Economics)
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